
Lake Lure Parks & Recreation Board Meeting 

                                   Meeting Minutes 
 

June 6, 2013 
 

Call to order 
Chairman Ed Dittmer called the regular meeting of the Parks & Recreation Board 
at 1:30 pm on June 6, 2013 

Roll Call 
o Board Members Present: Ed Dittmer, Linda Turner, Larry Czajkoski, 

Jonathan Hinkle, Martyn Watts,  Todd Dunnuck 
o Board Members Absent:  Bill Miller  
o Town Officials Present:  Commissioner Diane Barrett,  Parks & Recreation 

Supervisor Melodie Potter, Environmental Management Officer Clint 
Calhoun 
  

Approval of Agenda and Minutes from last meeting 

 

Meeting agenda was reviewed.  Linda Turner made a motion to accept the 
agenda and seconded by Todd Dunnuck.  All were in favor and the motion 
passed.    

 
The minutes from the May 2, 2013 meeting were reviewed.    Motion was made 

to accept the minutes by Linda Turner, seconded by Martyn Watts with a 
correction to a typographical error to Linda Turner’s name and a small 
typographical error.  All were in favor and the motion passed.   

  
Open Issues 

 
 Status of Buffalo Creek Park development –Clint Calhoun updated the Board on 
the status of the RTP grant.  All permitting info has been submitted and currently under 

review, however slow.  The initial land quality report that Clint submitted t was 
disapproved over the size of one culvert.  They’ve requested a larger culvert.  Clint 
mentioned that a bridge might be used instead of a culvert, which would be easily 

done with downed tree trunks and not change the cost.  Clint is waiting on a Buffer 
Waiver from Raleigh.  With these changes, it may be August or September before work 

can begin.  Clint mentioned he is having a difficult time getting Trail Dynamics-- Ed 
Sutton-- to return his calls regarding questions about the change of design.  There was 
suggestion to have Chris Braund contact him or his boss Woody Keen.  Ed asked Larry if 

there has been any progress with Wyndham management over the desired lot for 
trailhead parking.  Larry remarked that as much progress has been made as the 

permitting process has gone, practically nil.  Clint reviewed the three main approvals 
that needed to take place for the project to move forward---the endangered plant 
assessment to free up the RTP grant, the Environmental Control Plan, and the trout 

stream buffer plan.   



 There has been a revision on the Buffalo Creek bridge design.  Jonathan Hinkle 
reviewed with the Board that the new bridge plan is to use all concrete bulkheads 

rather than pile driven posts.  He has resubmitted his revised bid which showed an 
increase of $5k which was material cost.  There was discussion regarding the change 

and the positive attributes to using the concrete bulkheads over the uncertainty of pile 
driving and possible hidden costs if rock is hit.    
   

 Status of the Flowering Bridge– In the absence of Bill Miller, Linda Turner was 
asked to bring the Board up to date with the progress of the bridge.  Linda mentioned 

that she had resigned from the Flowering Bridge board, however she did review 
updates.  The rail fence has been moved at the suggestion of DOT.  The location of the 
arch was not approved by DOT for safety reasons, so they’re looking for another area 

for placement.  The members have set up a water and weeding schedule.  Linda 
mentioned there is a huge passion and momentum with the group and there has been 
a positive response to the bridge.  The Town Council is considering an additional $10k 

award from the bridge preservation fund, and an additional $10k for the project in the 
P&R budget for next fiscal year is also being considered.  There was discussion 

regarding the extension of the walkway to and through Chimney Rock Village.  Ed 
mentioned that Chimney Rock Village was on board with getting the trail from town 
limits at Geneva Motel into the Village.  CRV is currently looking for funding for the 

project.  The easement needs have been identified.  There was discussion regarding the 
pavers and the expense and what might be less expensive to help with cost. 

 
 Status of Morse Park Enhancement projects – Ed discussed with the board that 
the work on the landscaping was essentially completed three weeks ago, with only 

bulb planting to do in the fall.  Ed is watering as needed so as not to lose anything.  Ed 
reported that there is still a problem with dogs being in the park area without leashes.  

This was a very large concern to Clint, who is trapping the groundhogs that are tearing 
up the ground in the spoils berm facing the Meadow.  He is using a trap system that 
very well could hurt pets if they were allowed to run freely into that area.  Clint will put 

up warning tape; however he stressed the concern of unleashed pets running through 
the tape.  The new sign at the entrance to Morse Park Gardens has been posted stating 
the requirement to leash dogs while in the park.  There was discussion of involving the 

police should certain individuals continue to refuse to abide by this ordinance.   
 Public works has been working on bushwhacking of the berm area.  Tony has 

also partially sprayed the broad leaf plants on the berm with herbicide, and will hand 
spray the remainder.  There was discussion between Ed and Melodie regarding an 
adjustment that needed to be made on the budget where items she purchased were 

actually pulled out of the P&R Board line item unbeknownst to Ed.  Ed and Melodie will 
talk to Sam Karr regarding this.  There was discussion regarding adding soil and mulch to 

the area where Melodie is working on a low wall at the median in front of the boat 
parking area next to Memorial Hwy.  There was concern about using a back-hoe to do 
the work.  It was suggested by Martyn that the needed work be done before the paver 

wall is laid. 
 Melodie presented to the Board two bids she received for using pavers for a 

path out to the gazebo.  The cost was much larger than expected and it was agreed 
to table this until another time.  There was further discussion regarding this.  
 



 Status of work on parkland maintenance punchlist – Melodie has the pergola ¾ 
of the way stained and mentioned hiring out to complete this task.  Ed will talk to Tony 

about working on the removal of the black willow trees that Clint has ok’d for removal.  
Ed mentioned that the surface of the ponds in the wetlands were white with willow 

seed, but Clint stated there is nothing that can be done.  There was discussion about 
pulling the willow seedlings as they come up.  Clint mentioned waiting until they get 
about 3 feet high, then cutting and spraying.  Melodie mentioned that they did that the 

last time they tried and it did not work.  Diane Barrett brought up the idea of using 
goats.  Clint stated that he will discuss the matter with several of his friends that have 

dealt with issues similar to this.  
 
New Issues – 

 
 Washburn Marina gas tank beautification – Ed discussed with the Board that the 
bamboo screen did not work around the tank.  The winter winds had blown it apart.  He 

asked for suggestions.  Flood plain restrictions state that a solid fence cannot be used.  
There was discussion regarding using lattice until the vegetation grows up.  There was 

discussion about raising the bed approximately 1-2 feet to help with the overly moist 
conditions the cypress trees were growing in which may help them to survive and grow 
faster.  Ed mentioned using green Leland cypress to mix in with the variegated.  Martyn 

suggested using a hit and miss fence, actually building an additional fence to surround 
the tank area.  It would allow the wind and any floodwater to go through.  There was 

discussion about the sturdiness with the ground staying wet in this area.  Martyn 
mentioned that he had given Ed a bid for this type of fence a while ago and he 
believes that cost was around $2k.  There was further discussion regarding the use of the 

fence, but no action agreed on. 
  

Additional items 

1. Melodie presented photos of art type structures she wanted to use around  
 the pergola.  The Board wanted her to look further for other suitable art.  The sundial 

idea was great but they wanted to see others as well.  Martyn thought the price which 
was around $160 was a good price. 

2. Ed informed the Board that the joint Asheville/Lake Lure bid to host a full  

Ironman triathlon next year is one of the 3 finalists. He discussed the outcome of the 
recent site visit by representatives of the World Triathlon Corporation.  He said the visit 

went very well with the team very impressed with the Lake Lure swim venue.  The final 
decision should be made later in June, with contract negotiations pursuing with the 
selected host and a formal announcement of the host in July.  The Board was very 

excited with this news. 
3. Martyn had mentioned earlier in the meeting that he would like for the  

subject of the dormant streetlight project to be brought up on the next meeting’s 
agenda. 
 

Ajournment 
Ed adjourned the meeting at 2:45 pm. 

Minutes were taken by Kat Canant, Town Administration Employee 
 
The next Parks & Recreation Board Meeting will be held on Thursday July 11, 2013 


